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_ NAZI SKINHEADS 





IN THIS ISSUE 


Racist Skinheads: 
Confused Kids or 
Tonsured Terrorists? 


On the march in dozens 
of cities across the country 
Nazi skinheads working 
with organized white ter- 
ror groups are a growing 


GET OUT! 





Know Your Enemy: 
Tom Metzger 


Leading Nazi ideologue, 
Tom Metzger, is a home- 
grown fascist. Founder of 
California’s WAR (White 
American Resistance), 
Metzger courts the racist 





Support Your Friends: 
Nazi Skinheads Get Out! 


Anti-racist activists around 
the country confront Nazi 
skinheads on TV and on 
the streets. Stamp Out 
Racist Graffiti actions 
spread like wildfire. Just 
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In the annals of homegrown 
terrorism, 1989 promises to be 
the year of Nazi skinheads. 
Now that the mass ntedia has 
awakened to the reality of Nazi 
skinheads across the country, 
everyone from the New York 
Times to Geraldo Rivera wants 
a piece of the action. Well if 
you want your nose broken on 
network TV, Nazi skinheads 
are happy to oblige. If you want 
action and not just media 
reaction, you need a broad 
coalition of committed anti- 
fascists. The John Brown 
Anti-Klan Committee is 


building that coalition. 


Here’s the story. 


O: the march in many cities 
across the country, the Nazi 
skinheads emulate Third Reich 
storm troopers in their combat 
boots and swastika badges and 
tattoos and in their penchant for 
violence against Blacks, Jews, and 
gays. 


Further, white-power skinheads 
are determined to destroy anti- 
racist skinheads and the progres- 
sive music and political punk scene 
from Los Angeles to Houston to 
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New York City. 


Today’s Nazi skinheads aren’t just 
last year’s bratpacks with a taste 
for brew and brawls. They’re 
schooled in Nazi philosophy and 
taught to kill, Green-beret style, by 
the master-racists of America— 
California’s White Aryan Resis- 
tance (WAR), Richard Butler’s 


‘Aryan Nations, and the Ku Klux 


Klan. WAR leader Tom Metzger 
calls Nazi skinheads the “‘frontline 
troops for the white race... If 
Blacks or anyone give them trou- 
ble, they will smash it.’ The San 
Francisco Examiner said, “Neo- 
Nazi skinheads have become the 
new Hitler Jugend.” 


WHITE POWER GOES 
POST-MODERN 


Like the Hitler Youth of the 1930s, 
racist skinheads are the shock 
troops of a new white supremacist 
movement. They have a full- 
blown ideology—and it’s the same 
as Hitler’s. They aim to wrest 
control-of the U.S. government 
(which they see as controlled by 
“Jews and lily-livered conserva- 
tives”) in order to begin their 
holocaust of Africans, Asians, 
Jews, gays and Latinos. 


Seems implausible? Read on. 


Tom Metzger is the chief architect 
of post-modern white supremacy. 
Metzger’s blueprint fuses the old 
KKK-—the cross-burning, church- 
bombing, lynch-mobbing segrega- 
tionists true to Ronald Reagan 
and the red, white, and blue— 
and the new American Nazis— 
the high-tech militarists who want 
to install a fascist regime under a 
swastika flag in Washington, 
D.C., by force. We call this men- 
acing merger of the KKK and 
Nazis the “nazified Klan.” Re- 
cruiting Nazi skinheads is only a 
part of the strategy. 


In the public arena Metzger has 
run in state elections in California. 
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‘Klan made headlines in 1985 








WAR uses its weekly cable TV 
show, computer network, phone 
network, fundamentalist churches, 
and public appearances to attract 
followers at all levels of society. 


Meanwhile, through ties to the 
U.S. Army and Marines, the neo- 
Nazis are stockpiling arms and 
conducting military training 
camps for men, women, and chil- 
dren. They rob banks when they 
need money. They threaten, beat 
and assassinate their opponents. 


The military wing of the new 


when dramatic coast-to-coast ar- 
rests of dozens of white “warriors” 
focused national attention on the 
existence of a fascist underground 
inside the U.S. Called variously 
The White American Bastion, 
The Silent Brotherhood or The 
Order, this secret army left a 
bloody trail from the Pacific north- 
west to the Mexico border and the 
deep south. The Order is the 
group portrayed in the Hollywood 
movie Betrayed. 








The military wing of the new 
Klan made headlines in 1985 
when dramatic coast-to-coast 


arrests of white “warriors” 





` focused national attention on 
the existence of a fascist 


underground inside the U.S. 





The FBI and other government 
agencies came down hard on the 
Order when they started robbing 
banks and killing FBI agents. A 
dozen Aryan “warriors” were 
given long prison terms. Many 
others made elaborate “‘confes- 
sions,” turning in their ee 
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exchange for short prison terms. 
The military wing of the Order 
was temporarily out of business, 
but the top leadership remained 
untouched. 


These leaders could see that the 
fascist movement needed new 
soldiers to replace those killed or 
jailed. Organizing racist skinheads 
was an idea whose time had come. 
WAR began systematic recruit- 
ment of right-wing skinheads, 
feeding them Nazi ideology. 


An ugly but accurate picture of a 
growing, violent fascist movement 
among white youth is etched by 
dozens of reports received by the 
John Brown Anti-Klan Commit- 
tee. JBAKC began fighting Nazi 
skins in Chicago several years 
ago, and monitoring Nazi skin- | 
head activity in the Bay Area after 
a skinhead attack on a 54-year-old 
Black woman in San Jose in the 
summer of 1987; “We are racial 
and she was black,” said 20-year- 
old Kenneth Lamar Allen when 
he was arrested for the attack. 
“We're into white supremacy.” 





After a San Francisco “white 
power” rally led by Bob Heick 
and his American Front, on 
May 1, 1988, JBAKC placed 
ads in Maximum RockNRoll 
and other magazines asking for 


eyewitness news. 





After a San Francisco “white 
power” rally led by Bob Heick 
and his American Front, on May 
1, 1988, JBAKC placed ads in 
Maximum RockNRoll and other 
magazines asking for eyewitness 
news. Anti-racist skinheads and 
punks all over the United States 
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have swamped our P. O. box with 
letters and reports. 


Thus, despite our low funds, our 
information base is an up-to-date 
street-level view of what racist 
skinheads are doing. We know 
more—and our conclusions are 
different—than other watchdog 
groups like the Anti-Defamation 
League. The A.D.L. calls for 
“careful monitoring” of skin- 
heads. We say Nazi skins must be 
fought. 


HATE IN THE HAIGHT 


May 1, 1988, San Francisco. 'Un- 
der a banner proclaiming White 
Workers Day, fifty shaved-head 
racists gathered in Buena Vista 
Park, the hilltop at the edge of the 
Haight-Ashbury district. Their 
eggshell heads and swastika 
badges reflecting the noon-day 
sun, the neo-Nazis closed ranks as 
they stepped onto Haight Street to 
begin a seven-block march, chant- 
ing, “We don’t care what the 
commies say, May Ist is white 
workers day.” This was the report 
of Joel, a teenager who was shop- 
ping on Haight Street that morn- 
ing. Joel, who is Black, didn’t 
stick around, but he did call 
JBAKC’s Anti-Racist Hotline. 


Meanwhile, Kyle, 18, a punk 
with a multi-colored mohawk, 
outraged by the appearance of 
Nazis in the Haight, put ona 
home-made “Fuck White Power” 
t-shirt and heckled the march 
from across the street. The next 
day five of the bald Nazis caught 
up with Kyle and broke his nose, 
warning, “Stay away from Skin- 
head Hill.” (Popular with families 
and gays until Nazi skinheads 
began gay bashing there, “Skin- 
head Hill” is the part of Buena 
Vista Park the Nazis have claimed 
as their turf.) Kyle called 
JBAKC. 


A few days later, a skinhead on 
Haight Street is handing out flyers 





to 15-year- old John and other 
young white kids. John passed the 
leaflets on to JBAKC. Sample’ 
message: “White Youth! The 
future can be yours! If you have 
the guts to fight for it. Free Amer- 
ica from the criminal control of 
Zionist war-mongers, race trai- 
tors, fags and mud races. White 
revolution is the only solution.” 
These were the same leaflets the 
skins handed out on May Day, 
signed by the “American Front” 
and offering a San Francisco con- 
tact for more information, Ironi- 
cally, the leaflets were adorned 
with clean-cut cartoon- whites 
sporting neckties and conservative 
haircuts. 





Their 1984 manifesto 
threatened “Punks, 
Communists, Anarchists, 
Hippys, and Homosexuals. . . 
We the SKINHEADS will not 
tolerate your spreading of 
unwanted diseases both mental 
and physical... YOUR DAYS 
ARE NUMBERED.” 





The May Day parade marked the 
racists’ self-congratulation for the 
ugly new mood they had brought 
to the Haight. Rudy, a Black gay 
Haight resident told JBAKC he 
was beaten once by five skinheads. 
Now, he says, gays and Blacks 
just don’t go into Buena Vista 
Park or the east end of Golden 
Gate Park, the Haight’s eastern 
and western boundaries and major 
recreational areas of San Fran- 
cisco. At the June, 1988 Haight 
Street Fair—an annual celebration 
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of the neighborhood’s diverse 
lifestyles and progressive commu- 
nity activities—the skinheads at- 
tacked interracial couples and gay 
men in drag. This time anti-racist 
bystanders fought back—only 


“= 


skinheads got hurt. 


THE FRONT BEHIND THE HATE 


The May Day White Power rally, 
brought out 60 racists. It was the 
first organized west coast appear- 
ance of the growing Nazi move- 
ment, and marked the public 
re-emergence of The American 
Front, a skinhead political group 
that garnered headlines in 1984 
after vandalizing a Haight Street 
anarchist bookstore. 


Their 1984 manifesto threatened 
“Punks, Communists, Anarchists, 
Hippys {sic}, and Homosexuals . 
.. We the SKINHEADS will not 
tolerate your spreading of un- 
wanted diseases both mental and 
physical... YOUR DAYS ARE 
NUMBERED.” 





“The skinheads are so violent 
that I didn’t want to be around 
them most of the time,” says 
Clinton Sipes, a former 


Klansman. 





“The skinheads are so violent that 
I didn’t want to be around them 
most of the time,” says Clinton 
Sipes, a former Klansman who 
worked closely with racist skin- 
heads in the Bay Area for a year 
and a half. His distaste notwith- 
standing, Sipes was there when 
skinheads ran their car over a gay 
man in San Francisco and when 
they kidnapped and tortured a 
prostitute in Oakland, California. 
Many acts of skinhead violence — 





and racist terror—go unreported 
or go down as random acts of 
violence,” according to Sipes. “It 
surprises me how much stuff 
{skinheads} do that just goes un- 
noticed.” Thus, the media picture 
of skinhead violence may show 
only the fin of the white racist 
shark. 


The Nazis project an increasing 
confidence and strength—evidence 
of the money and organizing 
savvy supplied by Metzger’s 
WAR. Appearing the next day on 
a network TV morning show, 
People Are Talking, Metzger praised 
the American Front’s May Day 
rally. Skinheads, he said, are ‘‘sol- 
diers in a white supremacist race 


33 


war. 


WAR WOOS THE SKINS 


WAR and it’s youth wing, the 
Aryan Youth Movement (AYM), 
saw the potential of the racist skin- 
heads. For the skinheads, WAR 
has much to offer: Nazi ideology 
and free literature, books on na- 
tional socialism, a newspaper with 
a massive computer distribution 
list, weapons training, cross- 
burnings, white power rallies and 
a sense of importance. “Tom 
Metzger is an influence for any 
true white American,” says Nazi 
skinhead Dave Lynch, now orga- 
nizing in Newburgh, New York. 
““He’s an inspiration for me, the 
top of my list.” 


While the WAR-AYM goal of a 
national skinhead confederation 
remains a way off, Metzger’s son, 
John Metzger, is making steady 
progress. Three California WAR 
skin chapters (San Bernardino, 
Los Angeles and Orange County) 
work directly with WAR. Heick’s 
American Front also works with 
Clark Martell’s CASH (Chicago 
Area Skinheads); DASH (Detroit 
Area Skin Heads); SS Action 
Group, with chapters in Chicago 
and Pontiac, Michigan; the Con- 


federate Hammer and Northern 
Hammer groups from Dallas and 
Minneapolis; and groups from 
Cincinnati, Tulsa and Portland. 
This alliance also includes Nazi 
gangs from Brooklyn, Philadel- 
phia and New Jersey. 


According to an article in the 
December, 1988 issue of Rolling 
Stone: The AYM newspaper, which 
pitches to skinheads, features 
comic-strip depictions of Jews, 
Black children burned at a stake, 
a communist teacher and an inte- 
grated class being blown to bits by 
a bomb. The paper salutes the 
“revolutionary efforts” of the 
Howard Beach mob “for hunting 
down and causing the death of 
Negro Michael Griffith, and for 
physically beating with baseball 
bats Negroes Cedric Sandiford 
and Timothy Grimes.” Another 
recent issue announced “Opera- 


-tion Warlords,’ which aims to 


create “a new wave of Predatory 
Leaders among Aryan Youth... 
Our enemies understand only one 
message: that of the knife, the 
gun and the club.” 





For Nazi hackers there’s even a 
computer bulletin board 
complete with lists of “race 


traitors.” 





Skinheads who don’t like to read 
can call one of WAR’s telephone 
“Hate Lines” and hear a tape 
produced by Metzger. One ex- 
plains: “{The U.S. government} 
is a Jewish conspiracy. Once we 
get the white people’s minds right 
and we get rid of all these white 
traitors, the Jews will be a week- 
end operation, baby!” Another 
requests callers to “Call WAR 
and tell us everything you know 
about the John Brown Anti-Klan 
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Committee, where they live, 
where they eat, where they sleep.” 
For Nazi hackers there’s even a 
computer bulletin board complete 
with lists of ‘race traitors.” 


For hard-core Nazis and the curi- 
ous unconverted, Metzger’s 
weekly cable-TV talk show, Race 
and Reason, airs on public access 
channels in over fifty cities. Race 
and Reason features skinheads regu- 
larly. Recent guest Robert Heick, 
founder of the American Front, 
reported on the May Day rally 
and vowed to bring thousands of 
white supremacists to San Francis- 
co’s Civic Center on May Day, 
1989. 4 


FUHRER ON THE AIR 


A blustering, sarcastic speaker, 
Metzger elbows his way onto net- 
work talk shows whenever he can. 
Metzger appeared on Oprah Win- 
frey’s daytime show twice. Son 
John Metzger, who organizes 
skinheads but himself sports a 
Michael J. Fox look, appeared in 
February on the Winfrey show 
which featured a panel of racist 
skinheads; ‘Tom Metzger and 
WAR organizer Carl Straight 
were in the audience. 





“You think because ahs is black 
and because I’m black we're 


monkeys?” Winfrey asked. 


“It’s a proven fact,” Cox 
replied. Shouting and shoving 


ensued. 


So were many anti-racist skin- 
heads and members of JBAKC. 
Debate was heated. The Metzgers 
and the Nazi skinheads finally 
marched off the set, right arms 








extended in a Nazi salute, when 
Winfrey ejected Marty Cox. Cox 
had called a Black woman “a 
monkey.” 


“You think because she is black 
and because I’m black we’re mon- 
keys?” Winfrey asked. 


“Its a proven fact,’ Cox replied. 
Shouting and shoving ensued. 


Cox, on federal parole for an as- 
sault in California, attended the 
1988 Aryan Nation’s Congress in 
Hayden Lake, Idaho and is a 
frequent guest on Metzger’s cable 
TV show. 


In September, Metzger was back 
on the Oprah Winfrey show, on- 
stage this time, defending Klan 
access to cable TV. Racist TV is a 
Metzger innovation. TV 
appearances—and telephone.and 
computer networks—are an im- 
portant part of Metzger’s plan for 
white revolution, not only attract- 
ing sympathizers but also serving 
as a national bulletin board, for 
hit-lists and hate-tracts. (See re- 
lated story on Metzger) 


SLIME SPREADS 


The first skinheads were English 
working class youth reacting to 
the long hair styles and expensive 
clothes of ’60s “mods.” 


In the 70s, England’s economic 
crisis fueled the rise of the Na- 
tional Front, infamous for its vio- 
lence toward African, Asian, and 
Caribbean immigrants. Attacked 
for its white supremacist politics 
by young people in Rock Against 
Racism concerts, the fascist Na- 
tional Front party sought to turn 
the tables and recruit skinheads 
through their own racist hardcore 
concerts. 


This tactic met with a good deal 
of success; in England “skinhead” 
became a synonym for “ neo- 
Nazi.’ Gangs of skinheads roamed 
London and other cities “bash- 










ing” Asians and Blacks and fire- 
bombing their homes and shops. 
The leading skinhead band—in 
both England and the U.S.—is 
Skrewdriver, led by Jan Stuart, 
who has done prison time for 
racist violence. Among the 
groups’s singles are ‘White 
Power,’ “Nigger, Nigger,’ and 
“Prisoner of Peace (Rudolph 
Hess).” 


WAR embraced the racist 
skinheads, and the skinheads 
responded. It was a marriage 


made in hell. 





Bob Heick’s American Front is a 
direct descendant of England’s 
National Front inheriting charac- 
teristics from both British working 
class fascist and American racists. 


A MARRIAGE MADE IN HELL 


Racism is as American as skate- 
boards and rock and roll. The 
U.S. proudly entitles white people 
to racism. The Supreme Court 
enshrines racism every time it 
allows the KKK to march in pub- 
lic. White folks violently “defend” 
their neighborhoods, their schools, 
and their jobs from imagined 
Third World threats. White Amer- 
icans grow up breathing racism, 
expecting to go to better schools, 
live in better houses, get better 
jobs, eat better food, and evén 
live longer than Black people. 
White lives are privileged, and 
they always have been. 


Now, for the first time in Ameri- 
can history, the system cannot 
deliver the “American Dream” to 
all white people. Since 1980, half 
of all new jobs pay less than 
$7,000 a year. While young Black 
people are looking at almost cer- 
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tain unemployment, young whites 
are looking at a future that is 
sharply divided between two 
classes. The college educated face 
a highly competitive scramble for 
professional and technical jobs. 
Working class white youth can 
expect little more than a dead-end 
minimum wage job at Burger 
King if they’re lucky! 


The Nazi message, thinly veiled 
as “affirmative action. for whites,’ 
finds a receptive audience in 
young white people who grew up 
under Reaganism. Nazism, pro- 
moted as a “revolutionary” alter- 
native to the “liberalism” that 
threatens white privilege, looks 
attractive to those already alien- 
ated, racist, and prone to 
violence. : 


Looking around the world of rac- 
ism, the white supremacists saw 
the skins— outcast, leaderless— 
sticking out like a sore thumb. 
Dropouts from family and educa- 
tion, infatuated with violence, 
racist skins could be wooed by 
white supremacist ideology and 
fascist demagoguery. 





San Jose skinheads made 
headlines when Scott Vollmer, 
a white 22-year-old rock 
musician was stabbed to death 
by Nazi-skins while trying to 
avert a racial attack on a Black 


friend. 





WAR embraced the skinheads, 

and the skinheads responded. 
Metzger appointed his son John 
head of the AYM with the principal 
task of bringing the skinheads 
home to dad. It was a marriage 
made in hell. 
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RISING TIDE OF RACISM 
AND VIOLENCE 


Disaffection, violence and white 
supremacist ideology are a deadly 
combination. In the past several | 
years, acts of Nazi skinhead rac- 
ism, anti-Semitism and violence 
have increased all around the 
country. 


In Chicago the racist street gang 
Romantic Violence joined with 
Nazi skinheads and formed 
CASH, Chicago Area Skin 
Heads, led by Clark Martell. 


Martell is now in jail, after break- 
ing into the home of his former 
girlfriend—who was leaving the 
gang—spraying her face with 
Mace, pistol whipping her and 
painting a swastika on the wall 
with her blood. “I’m a violent 
person,” says Martell. “TI love the 
white race, and if you love some- 
thing you’re the most vicious per- 
son on earth.’ Southern 
California, San Diego and Los 
Angeles are home to the Reich 
Skins, War Skins, and others who 
work closely with WAR and 
AYM. 


Northern California saw a rapid 
increase in racist violence and 
skinhead organizing during 1987/ 
88, starting in San Jose, spreading 
to San Anselmo, Fremont, San 
Francisco, and finally making 
headlines when former AYM 
leader Greg Withrow was cruci- 
fied by Nazi-skinheads in 
Sacramento. 


San Jose made news again in 
March, 1988, when Scott Vollmer, 
a white 22-year-old rock musician 
was stabbed to death by Nazi- 
skins while trying to avert a racial 
attack on a Black friend. Vollmer’s 
attacker pleaded guilty to a lesser 
offense after the judge ruled that 
race was not an issue because the 
victim was white, and got sen- 
tenced to 4 years. 
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Mike, a Jewish skinhead in San 
Diego told JBAKC that his group 
of sixteen anti-racist skinheads 


have been involved in many bat- 
tles with an estimated 150 skin- 
heads under Metzger’s leadership. 
Nazi skins broke Mike’s arm with 
a baseball bat. He believes the 
Nazi skins are being trained in 
knife-fighting from Carl Straight, 
a WAR organizer who said, on 
Race and Reason, ‘“There’s a new 
white man in town {skinheads} 
and the n----s better tiptoe. I 
trained in Vietnam and they don’t 
call me the Bone Crusher for 
nothing.” 





Why has the old KKK, a 
bastion of redneck patriotism 
and straight-laced 


Americanism, embraced the 
wild and crazy skinheads? 





Baseball bats are a favorite skin- 
head weapon. In Portland, Ore- 
gon, five Nazi skinheads beat a 
27-year-old Ethiopian man to 
death with baseball bats on the 
night of November 14, 1988. 
Dave Mazella of WAR/AYM and 
Mike Barret of Southern Califor- 
nia’s WAR Skins were in Portland 
at the time recruiting for WAR/ 
AYM. 


OLD BATTLES, NEW KLAN 


Why has the old KKK, a bastion 
of redneck patriotism and straight- 
laced Americanism, embraced the 
wild and crazy skinheads? 


The old Klan suffered setbacks in 
the Civil Rights era, when Klan 
terrorism met Black militancy. 
The Klan lost members and politi- 
cal power. 
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In the early 1980s several key 
leaders of this weakened Ku Klux 
Klan joined forces with the grow- 
ing neo-Nazi movement to build a 
high-powered, multi-level white 
terror formation. The new Klan, 
a product of violent American 
racism merged with Nazi fascism, 
brings together the most right- 
wing, reactionary and militant 
aspects of both the traditional 
Klan and the neo-Nazi , 
movement. 





Nazi skinheads are doing the 
talk-show circuit and getting 
enormous media attention. 
Any talk show host looks smart 
compared to a Nazi skinhead. 
Six months from now the media 
won't give them the time of 
day. Some of them may be in 
jail for their crimes, but many 
will have grown their hair and 
deepened their commitment to 


white supremacy. 





According to the neo-Nazis, Jew- 
ish bankers who secretly control 
the U.S. government cause the 
problems in this society. They call 
this imagined conspiracy the Zion- 
ist Occupation Government — 
ZOG. The Nazis claim that ZOG 
uses Black and Third World peo- 
ple to anchor its power and line 
its pockets. ZOG must be over- 
thrown, so that the Aryan race 
can regain control and send non- 
whites, Jews, gays, and commu- 
nists to the ovens—Hitler’s 
program triumphant. 





Metzger and other leaders saw the 
potential of uniting the old Klan 
and the new Nazis—uniting the 
good ol’ boys wrapped in the Con- 
federate flag with the military 
fanatics with swastikas dangling 
from their shirts. l 


Among the top leaders in this 
Nazified Klan are Metzger; Rich- 
ard Butler, a long-time Nazi and 
founder of the Idaho-based Aryan 
Nations; and Louis Beam, weap- 
ons expert and leader of the Texas 
Ku Klux Klan. 


These leaders, particularly 
Metzger, realized that significant 
gains could be made by organizing 
among sectors or young people 
who were already racist, violent, 
and reactionary in their political 
outlook. 


“Tf you’re going to do anything, 
you need to have somebody with 
you who’s going to stand their 
ground, and most conservatives 
won’t,” says Metzger. “The skin- 
heads have already got the main 
thing, and that’s guts.” 


Metzger on young recruits: “We 
got to get these young people, and 
we’re getting them in the urban 
areas... They’re coming out of 
the schools and they’re not getting 
those jobs and they’re mad as 
hell?” 


Metzger on international white 
supremacy: “We are Pan- 
Aryanists. We go far beyond the 
United States, wherever Aryan 
man is at— Australia, Europe, 
Canada, South Africa. What are 
national borders to Aryans? They 
talk about National Socialism, I 
think a better word is Racial So- 
cialism. That is the future.” 


SOUNDING THE ALARM 


When JBAKC started talking 
about skinheads several years ago, 
we were called alarmists. Now 
skinheads have everybody 





alarmed. Beyond this alarm there 
is a job to do; defeat the white 
supremacist movement. The Nazi- 
fied Klan was there before Oprah 
Winfrey and Geraldo Rivera dis- 
covered what good TV ratings 
Nazi skinheads get. The Nazified 
Klan will still be there when skin- 
heads are no longer a television 
sensation. 


Nazi skinheads are doing the talk- 
show circuit and getting enormous 
media attention. Any talk show 
host looks smart compared to a 
Nazi skinhead. But don’t be 
fooled. Six months from now skin- 
heads will be old news and the 
media won’t give them the time of 
day. Some of them may be in jail 
for their crimes, but many will 
have grown their hair and deep- 
ened their commitment to white 
supremacy. 





These leaders, particularly 
Metzger, realized that 
significant gains could be made 
by organizing among sectors or 
young people who were already 
racist, violent, and reactionary 


in their political outlook. 





Tom Metzger enjoys the media 
spectacle. He helped to create it 
and when it’s over he will still lead 
a fascist movement. John Metzger 
will keep on organizing young 
white fascists around the country. 


A year from now Nazi skinheads 
may be a old news, but the violent, 
militarized, white supremacist 
movement, its thugs, its strategy 
and its leaders will still be active. 
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The TV camera moves in on a 
benevolent-looking man. In 

_ well-modulated tones, he 
begins; “Welcome. Tht show is 
Race and Reason, and I am 
your host, Tom Metzger.” 
Sponsored by the White 
American Political Association, 
Race and Reason puts the white 
supremacist movement on the 


air and in the living rooms of 





homes throughout the country. 


Using a talk-show format, the 
show puts Nazis and the Klan 
in touch with a potential 
audience of millions across the 
country through community 


access cable TV. 


l \ } is perfect for the Klan’s 
goal of legitimizing rac- 


ism and finding responsive audi- 
ences. Race and Reason has a 
slick, low-key format that avoids 
the open advocacy of violence and 
use of racial epithets found in 
WAR/Klan newspapers and 
rallies. 


As a TV talk-show host, Metzger 
is getting his message out to the 
folks he wants to reach in the pri- 
vacy of their homes, without at- 





No KKK! No Fascist USA! 





tracting much attention from 
potential opposition. Television 
casts a broad net that draws in new 


followers and sympathizers without ` 


exposing them to public identifica- 
tion. In a period when most fascist 


` groups have turned away from 


public appearances, Metzger has 
hit on TV as one of the best ways 
to maintain a public presence for 
the white supremacist movement. 
It is the perfect complement to a 
level of Klan and Nazi organizing 
and training that is secret from the 
public eye. 


Besides giving these Nazis a forum 
and an aura of respectability, 
Metzger’s TV show allows him to 
project the Nazified Klan nation- 
ally. The show is an important 
vehicle for overcoming the region- 
alism that plagued the ultra-right 
in the past. It is part of promoting 
the national consolidation of the 
Klan and neo-Nazi movements 
under one united leadership. 
Metzger at the helm features guests 
on his show that include the Aryan 
Nation’s Richard Butler, Texas 
Klan leader Louis Beam, Nazi 
skinheads and others of fascist 
persuasion. 


TOM METZGER: AN AMERICAN 
FASCIST 


In the decade since he first em- 
erged from the militarized, right- 
wing suburbs stretching between 
Los Angeles and San Diego, Tom 
Metzger has become one of the 
most dangerous representatives of 
the new Nazified 

Ku Klux Klan. 


He is a skilled political opportun- 
ist, propagandist and organizer. 
The twists and turns of his career 
provide a microcosmic view of 
how the KKK and other violent 
racists survived the setbacks 
brought about by the civil rights 
movement a generation ago, 
transforming themselves from old 
style segregationists into the ag- 


Metzger 





` the AIDS epidemic, and of course 














gressive fascist movement of the 


1980s. 


In the atmosphere of Reagan’s 
celebration of militarism and 
thinly disguised racism, the ideo- 
logical and organizational develop- 
ment of a fascist movement 
rapidly accelerated. Today, a vio- 
lent white supremacist movement 
is as much part of the Reagan 
legacy as is intervention in Central 
America, the plight of the home- 
less, the rising toll of dead from 


George Bush. Movies like Be- 
trayed and highly publicized con- 
victions of a handful of racist 
terrorists from the Order convey 
the impression that the govern- 
ment is stopping this new genera- 
tion of fascists. Analyzing the ~- 
operations of men like Metzger 
reveals a different and far less 
comforting story. 








After weathering the 
progressive era of the "60s in 
the shelter of the large, 
legitimate John Birch Society, 
Metzger was one of many who 
left this group because he 


wanted more action than the 





Birchers provided. 


EVOLUTION OF AN AMERICAN 
FASCIST 


Tom Metzger, now 50 years old, 
claims to have first developed his 
“segregationist” ideology while 
serving in the U.S. Army during 
the cold war. In 1964, after the 
assassination of President Ken- 
nedy and the rise of the Black 


Liberation and anti-war move- 
S EEEE 
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ments, he joined with reactionar- 
ies of every stripe to support the 
failed Republican campaign of 
conservative standard bearer, 
Barry Goldwater. 


With Goldwater’s stunging defeat 
at the polls, the grand conserva- 
tive coalition underwent a process 
of division, pitting those commit- 
ted to remaining inside the Re- 
publican party against the more 
overt racists. Metzger joined the 
John Birch Society, a rapidly 
growing nationwide organization 


’ which professed the McCarthyite 


belief that there were “communist 
infiltrators” in the schools and 
behind many desks in Washing- 
ton. 





The Minutemen—a 
clandestine, militarized group 
of racists and 
anti-communists—trained, 
stockpiled weapons and waged 
armed actions, a full twenty 
years before the Order received 
nationwide attention for similar 
acts in the 1980s. 





The John Birch Society was the 
grandaddy of today’s New Right 
groups like the Moral Majority, 
Eagle Forum and Conservative 
Political Action Committees. It 
received millions of dollars in 
contributions from the very 
wealthy and thousands of ultra- 
conservative citizens who opposed 
not only civil rights but all pro- 
gressive change. 


Metzger stayed within the Birch 
Society for nearly a decade and 
rose to a leadership position. In 








what would become a bloody 
thread running throughout his 
career, he was secretly and simul- 
taneously working to build an- 
other organization: the 
Minutemen. The Minutemen was 
a clandestine, highly militarized 
grouping of racists, anti- 
communists and survivalists which 
trained, stockpiled weapons and 
waged armed actions—a full 
twenty years before the Order 
received nationwide attention for 
similar acts in the 1980s. 


After weathering the progressive 
era of the ’60s in the shelter of the 
large, legitimate John Birch Soci- 
ety, Metzger was one of many 
who left this group because he 
wanted more action than the 
Birchers provided. 


In the early 1970s, he formed the 
White Brotherhood, the first of 
many organizations which would 
carry out his vision of combining 
mass racist movements with select 
cadres dedicated to armed terror. 
In 1974, this group merged with 
David Duke’s Knights of the 
KKK. Duke is a product of the 
U.S. military and counter- 
insurgency expert with tours of 
duty in Southeast Asia, including 
work with the CIA in Laos. At 
the time David Duke was the 
rising star in the emerging new 
Klan, devoted to renovating the 
image of the KKK through the 
skillful use of television talk show 
appearances and the championing 
of ‘white rights in the age of af- 
firmative action,” 


In 1979 Metzger pulled out of 
Duke’s Knights of the KKK, and 
formed the California Knights of 
the KKK, with himself as Grand 
Dragon. This organization drew 
immediate national attention 
when it organized Klan “border 
patrols” to prevent undocumented 
Mexican workers from entering 
the U.S. Nearby Camp Pendleton 
became a focus of recruitment 
efforts, and in a move emulated 











by others around the country, 
marines were brought into the 
organization. 


Besides organizing the apparatus 
for violence, Metzger promoted 
the use of electronics, video and 
computers to the leadership of the 
national movement. While playing 
a central role in the Klan internal 
security organization, he also 
foresaw the potential for the racist 
movement to broaden its base by 
adding gray flannel suits to its 


‘wardrobe and engaging in elec- 


toral politics. 





Far from being an alternative to 
violence, fascists like Metzger 
have always viewed working in 
the “legitimate” political arena 
as one part of a strategy 
dedicated to creating an Aryan 


nation. 





TELEVISION, THE BALLOT AND 
THE GUN 


With Ronald Reagan leading the 
wave of right-wing populism, 
Metzger campaigned in Califor- 
nia’s 43rd Congressional District 
Democratic Primary. Running a 
George Wallace-style populist 
campaign which emphasized the 
powerlessness of the “little white 
guy,” he received 30,000 votes 
and won the nomination in one of 
the country’s largest districts. 


Although he lost the general elec- 
tion, his widespread support 
proved the efficacy of the electoral 
tactic. When the LA Times and 
San Diego Union canvassed the 
district, most Metzger voters said 
they knew who he was and voted 
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for him because he was a Klans- 
man. After the election the 
Metzger renamed the California 
KKK the White American Politi- 
cal Association (WAPA), and 
Metzger was on his way to becom- 
ing a national leader whose views 
commanded increasing respect. 
By 1982, Metzger campaigned for 
the U.S. Senate and received 
80,000 votes. 





Running as a Klansman, 
Metzger received 30,000 votes. 
In 1982, running a George 


Wallace-style populist 





campaign, he campaigned for 
the U.S. Senate and received 
80,000 votes. 


The embrace of electoral politics 
by members of the KKK and 
Nazi organizations is a source of 
confusion for many trying to un- 
derstand what these racists are up 
to. Far from being an alternative 
to violence in building their move- 
ment, fascists like Metzger have 
always viewed working in the 
“legitimate” political arena as one 
part of a strategy dedicated to 
creating an Aryan nation. 





Tom Metzger is an important and 
dangerous leader because he is 
able to conceive and carry out 
strategy on several levels at once. 
While broadening his base 
through electoral politics, he un- 
dertook a project to broaden the 
audience of white supremacist and 
Nazi ideology by creating Ku 
Klux Klan television shows that 
would be broadcast around the 
country. Using legislation which 
regulates access to cable television, 
Metzger created a show called 











Race and Reason, Carefully 
cloaked in First Amendment rights 
to freedom of speech, Race and 
Reason has grown from a locally 


produced program to a full blown - 


broadcast of hate, shown in 
roughly SO cities every week. 


ROBBERIES, BOMBINGS AND 
ASSASSINATIONS 


It would be tempting to think that 
all this would be more than 
enough to keep any fascist busy. 
But the early 1980s saw deadly 
plans hatched in KKK and Nazi 
circles across the country. From 
the Aryan Nations in Idaho to the 
Texas Klan, from North Carolina 
to Michigan, the racist movement 
was growing both in numbers and 
in its commitment to building a 
paramilitary vanguard of ‘‘Aryan 
warriors” whose guns would blaze 
a trail for others to follow. The 
Order was born, and Tom 
Metzger was there to help give it 
direction. 


In 1983, Metzger hosted a cross- 
burning, attended by Aryan Na- 
tion’s leader Richard Butler and 
future members of the Order. As 
Metzger lit the crosses in a Los 
Angeles suburb, chants of “white 
victory” rang out. Shortly thereaf- 
ter, the Order moved into action. 
The Order robbed banks netting 
millions of dollars, bombed syna- 
gogues and assassinated talk-show 
host Alan Berg. The entire coun- 
try became aware of the racist 
underground. While the Federal 
Government arrested and con- 
victed over a dozen members of 
this paramilitary organization, its 
leadership has completely escaped 
prosecution. One Order member, 
Bruce Carroll Pierce, told the FBI 
that Metzger received between 
$250,000 and $300,000 of the 
millions stolen by the gang. Pierce 
later recanted the statement and 
Metzger has never been 
prosecuted. 




















The years following the arrests of 
the Order were difficult ones for 
the fascist movement. It had oper- 
ated in relative obscurity and was 
now facing government repression 
and press scrutiny. Throughout 
this period, and even now, 
Metzger continued to defend the 
Order, singing the praises of its 
fallen “Aryan warriors.” 





The Order robbed banks 
netting millions of dollars, 
bombed synagogues and 
assassinated Jewish talk-show 
host Alan Berg. 


Moving away from electoral cam- 
paigns, he created a new organiza- 
tion: WAR, White Aryan 
Resistance, and intensified the 
work of spreading his television 
shows. Metzger and his son, John, 
also founded the Aryan Youth 
Movement, known for its work 
among Nazi skinheads. WAR is 
the leading edge of the Nazified 
Klan in the U.S. today, and 
Metzger is its leader. WAR is a 
quasi-clandestine. organization 
which publishes a newspaper, 

runs telephone hate lines, orga- 
nizes youth and has devoted itself 
to building a full-blown fascist 
movement. 


IT CAN’T HAPPEN HERE: 
FASCISM AMERICAN STYLE 


While refraining from parading 
around in brown shirts and swasti- 
kas, this movement has a clear 
ideology and vision. The Nazified 
Klan embraces the driving ideas 
behind Hitler’s National Socialism 
and applies them to the current 
realities of U.S. life. 
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Focussed on the oppression of 
white workers, Metzger seeks to 
build a revolutionary “Pan- 
Aryan, racial socialist, not just 
national socialist,’ struggle. His 
goal is to unseat the monopoly 
capitalist fat-cats who are seen as 
responsible for the crisis this coun- 
try faces. Profoundly racist and 
anti-Semitic, Metzger’s WAR 
pitches to racist white workers 
and youth who are feeling more 
insecure about their futures every 
day. 





Metzger’s record makes it clear 
that all the television 
appearances, and newspaper 
articles and electoral campaigns 
only serve to build a movement 
with both armed and mass 
based components, whose aim 


is white power. 





The old segregationist Klan, 
threatened by Black people’s 
struggles for human rights, fought 
to “keep things as they had always 
been.” The traditional Klan, 
known for its ultra-patriotism, 
supports U.S. policies down the 
line. 


The new Klan, a product of vio- 
lent American racism merged 
with Nazi fascism, brings together 
the most right-wing, reactionary 
and militant aspects of both the 
traditional Klan and the neo-Nazi 
movements. 


The Nazis are racist to the core. 
This brand of White Aryan Na- 
tionalism declares that the white 
race is responsible for all that is 
good in civilization and that Afri- 
cans, Latin Americans, Asians 


No KKK! No Fascist USA! 








and Jews—“‘mud races” —for all 
that is bad. To this they add viru- 
lent Nazi anti-Semitism, anti- 
communism, and vicious 
homophobia. 


ZOG (Zionist Occupation Gov- 
ernement) uses Black and Third 
World people to anchor its power 
and line its pockets. ZOG must be 
overthrown, so that the Aryan 
race can regain control and send 
non-whites, Jews, gays, and com- 
munists to the ovens—Hitler’s 
program triumphant. They be- 
lieve they can do it. We should 
too. These groups have interna- 
tional connections, guns, com- 
puters and a growing mass base. 


Fighting for white rights and 
power is the central focus for re- 
newing the glory both of America 
and the race. The enemy is some- 
times ZOG, sometimes fat cats 
and cowardly conservatives, but it 
makes little difference. 


oe p 
Metzger was one of the first to see f 


that the Order needed new “Ar- 
yan warriors” if the military wing 
of the movement was to keep up 
with the public organizing. The 
potential of organizing racist skin- 
heads was clear to him. One of 
Metzger’s particular contributions 
to the process is his ability to learn 
from fascists the world over. 
Metzger’s great success at organiz- 
ing Nazi skinheads flows from the 
lessons of the fascist movement in 
Britain where skinheads have 

been the dirty street fighters of the 
National Front for the last 

decade. 





These groups have international 
connections, guns, computers 


and a growing mass base. 





The paramilitary commandos of 
the fascist movement appear to be 


aah mi 
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reconsolidating after the tactical 

defeat of the Order several years 

ago. When we look at Metzger’s 

record we should be clear that all 

the television appearances, and 

newspapers distributed and elec- 

toral campaigns only serve to 

build a movement with both 

armed and mass based compo- 

nents, whose aim is white power. 4 


Tom Metzger is surely playing a 


role in reorganizing the clandes- 
tine, disciplined fascist armed 
forces. Whether this terrorist force 
is primarily skinheads, surviva- 
lists, or alienated white workers 
makes little difference. If we don’t 
oppose them today, their targets 
will be all oppressed and progres- 
sive people tomorrow. 
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Many progressive anti-racist 
people have been too 
late—after racist atrocities have 
scarred their communtties—in 
taking Nazi skinheads seriously. 
Two exceptions stand out: 
anti-Nazi EE trace 
their movement and philosophy 
to England’s two-tone 
skinheads (integrated, working 
class progressives of the early 

‘1970s); and JBAKC members 
and friends, especially in 
Chicago, San Francisco and 
New York, who have 
confronted the growing Nazi 
skinhead phenomenon since 
the early 1980s. 


N” with the media’s atten- 
tion on Nazi skinheads coun- 
trywide, a diverse set of groups 
have swung into action to oppose 
the humpty-dumpty Hitlers. Most 
active are the sectors of the commu- 
nity that the Nazi skins attack; it’s 
not a short list. 


BLACK OUTRAGE 


Most Nazi skinheads support Tom 
Metzger’s program—a white state 
and white nation via fascist revo- 
lution and genocide. Murder and 
assault of Blacks are glorified in 
skinhead propaganda and es- 
teemed in practice. The Black 
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communities’ outrage at skinhead 
atrocities—such as the slaying of 
27-year-old Mulugeta Seraw by 


baseball-bat-wielding members of - 


Portlant’s East Side White Pride— 
made skinheads a public issue. In 
Portland, demonstrations swiftly 
followed the murder of Seraw. 


The Black community of Kansas 
City, Missouri, scored a significant 
victory over white supremacist 
organizing efforts, forcing the city 
to ban the Klan’s cable TV 
show—a main Metzger tool for 
recruiting skinheads. 


WHITES ANGERED TOO 


Anti-racist whites have responded 
with anger and activism. Hun- 
dreds rallied in San Jose to protest 
skinhead harassment of a 47-year- 
old Black woman. When Nazi 
skins gathered on Whidbey Island, 
near Seattle, to commemorate the 
shootout death of arch-racist Rob- 
ert Matthews, leader of the Nazi 
parmamility gang, the Order, 
more than 300 anti-racist activists 
met them. 


A large portion of white anti- 
Nazis come from the punk scene, 
which, though often identified 
with the skinheads by outsiders, is 
the most frequent target of skin- 
head violence and skinhead re- 
cruiting. A 19-year-old anti-racist 
skinhead in Santa Fe comments, 
“the hardcore/punk scene is to- 
tally against what these jerks are 
about.” Punk rockers have been 
drawn into the fray because they 
are the target of random street 
attacks and brawls and assaults at 
punk rock shows and skins wreck 
nightclubs and vandalize punk- 
oriented businesses. 


A Los Angeles punk laments, 
“The punk scene here in L.A. is 
pretty much dead, thanks to the 
skins” and a Tennesseean reports, 
“White power skins are taking 
over Memphis hardcore shows. . 
. They’re destroying the scene.” 


Nazi Skinheads Get Out! 


Punk bands in Portland and Dal- 
las refuse to play their hometown 
nightspots, complaining that club- 
owners have done nothing to stop 
Nazi skinhead violence and intimi- 
dation. A Portlander reports, “At 
the last punk show . . . all the 
local skinheads were packing 
guns.” Punks in Houston observed 
that “lately, at a few hardcore and 
speedmetal shows, clubs used 
Nazi skins as bouncers.” 





A Los Angeles punk laments, 
“The punk scene here in L.A. 
is pretty much dead, thanks to 
the skins” and a Tennesseean 
reports, “White power skins 
are taking over Memphis 
hardcore shows . . . They’re 


destroying the scene.” 





BANDS, FANS & ZINES 
OPPOSE NAZIS 


At the Gilman Street Project, a 
punk club in Berkeley—patrons 
support the security team in'eject- 
ing anyone who breaks anti- 
racism, anti-violence rules. Other 
punk scenes have reacted to skin- 
head violence with mass action. 
In San Jose, hundreds of punks 
staged an anti-racist memorial 
concert for Scott Vollmer, a young 
white stabbed by a skinhead when 
he defended a Black friend at a 
party. Many punks are banding 
together in small groups to defend 
themselves and their scene from 
Nazi violence. Some groups are 
friends who agree to travel to- 
gether for self-protection; other 
publicize anti-racism with stickers 
and flyers reflecting a growing 
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awareness among punks of the 
hardening Nazi politics of the 
skinheads. 


. Rock Against Racism shows in 
larger cities, and rock lyrics and 
performances by the Dead Kenne- 
dys, MDC, the Beatnigs, D.O.A., 
and dozens of other punk bands 
have attempted to rally young 
people to anti-racist action. While 
Nazi skins were rallying in San 
Francisco on May 1, Now Yorkers 
were gathered at a Rock Against 
Racism show in Central Park. 





Baldies Against Racism has 
virtually sent Nazi skinheads 
packing from the Minneapolis 
area. “To consolidate our 
victory,’ a Minneapolis baldy 
writes, “a group known as 
ARA (Anti-Racist Action) has 
been started. It now includes 
Punks, B-Boys (Boot Boys), 
Ska Skinheads and all youth. 
The goal of ARA is mostly 
education, but as the name 
implies, ACTION will be taken 
if need be.” 


Organized action and Nazi-haters 
acting alone—printing anti-racist 
stickers in San Diego; spray paint- 
ing anti-Nazi slogans in San Anto- 
nio; harassing Nazi skinheads in 
New Jersey; distributing anti- 
Nazi flyers in Quebec—show that 
a grassroots base of young anti- 
fascists has survived Reaganism. 
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“Zines” —local newiletters of punk 
rock news, gossip, politics and 
interviews—keep their communi- 
ties informed of Nazi activities 


and anti-Nazi organizing. JBAKC 


has received zines with news of 
Nazi skinhead activity from Las 
Vegas; Salt Lake City; Norwalk, 
CT; San Antonio, Corpus Christi, 
and Houston TX; Tulsa, OK; 
Torrance, Canoga Park, Daly 


-City, and Los Angeles, CA; Rock 


Hill, SC; and Macedon, NY. 
These zines also print anti-Nazi 
information, interviews with 
JBAKC and other anti-racist artic- 
les. 


ANTI-RACIST SKINS ORGANIZE 


The Nazi trend has polarized 
skinhead subculture. Initailly 
outnumbered and out-organized, 
Black skinheads, Jewish skin- 
heads, gay and anti-racist white 
skinheads began forming their 
own anti-Nazi organizations in 
1986. These groups often won 
wide support and in some cities 
have the Nazis on the run. Ba/dies 
Against Racism has virtually sent 
Nazi skinheads backing from the 
Minneapolis area. “To consolidate 
their victory,’ a Minneapolis baldy 
writes, “a group now known as 
ARA (Anti-Racist Action) has 
been started. It now includes 
Punks, B-Boys (Boot Boys), Ska, 
Skinheads and all youth. The goal 
of ARA is mostly education, but © 
as the name implies, ACTION 
will be taken if need be.” For a 
copy of the ARA newsletter, send 
a stamped self-addressed envelope 
to ARA, PO Box 7471, Minneap- 
olis, MN 55408. 


Another Minneapolis group affili- 
ated with ARA is the Anarchist 
Youth Federation; contact AYF at 
PO Box 8585, Minneapolis, MN 
55408. 


In Chicago, SCAR, Skinheads 
Committed Against Racism, have 
formed to combat the notorious 
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Chicago Area Skinheads (CASH). 


Smaller groups are forming in 
many towns and cities, expecially 
in the midwest. In December, an 
Indianapolis chapter of ARA was 
formed. A group of two dozen 
anti-Nazi skins in Hammond, 
Indiana, near Chicago, has been 
active for more than a year. 


East coast anti-racist organizing is 
taking off, too. New York skin- 
heads report that Nazi activity is 
“gaining momentum, but very 
slowly, for us anti-Nazis skins 
chop them down on sight.” Re- 
cently the Anti-Fascist Skinhead 
League was formed in New York, 
affiliated with SHARP, Skinheads 
Against Racial Prejudice, a very suc- 
cessful New Jersey-based group. 





Other anti-Nazi skinhead 
groups include Mad Skins in 
Southern Calfirnia, New Breed 
in North Carolina, and Young 
Urban Knights who have 
challenged the well-organized 
Confederate Hammer Skins in 


the Dallas area. 





In Southern California a SHARP 
group has virtually chased the 
Reich Skins from the San 
Fernando Valley. 


Other anti-Nazi skinhead groups 
include Mad Skins in Southern 
Calfirnia, New Breed in North 
Carolina, and Young Urban 
Knights who have challenged the 
well-organized Confederate Ham- 
mer Skins in the Dallas area. 


We’ve had reports of anti-racist 
Las Vegas skins confronting Nazi 
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Skins, of skinheads marching in 
an Anti-Klan march in Philadel- 
phia on November 5, 1988 and of 
many small groups of two-tone 
and anti-racist white skins stand- 
ing up to white power groups. A 
skinhead from Santa Fé reports, 
“T’ve always taken action against 
the Nazis . . . by handing out 
anti-Nazi, anti-racist flyers at 
punk shows and by gluing up 
these flyers around town.” 















SBAKC vs. NAZI SKINS 


JBAKC began confronting Nazi 
skinheads in Chicago in 1986 
when they physically attacked our 
second Stamp Out Racist Graffiti 
action—a march of activists armed 
with whitewash and spray paint to 
replace racist graffiti and swastikas 
with anti-racist slogans. 






In December, 1988, JBAKC 
exposed an American Front 
recruiting rally. The rally, to be 
held in secret in Rocklin, 
California, on January 14, 1989 
had to-be cancelled after 
JBAKC blew the whistle on it 
and called for a massive 


counter-demonstration. 





As JBAKC’s offensive against 
Nazi skins has grown, Stamp Out 
Racist Graffiti has become a regular 
action of the San Francisco chap- 
ter, abetted by an Anti-Racist 
Task Force, a larger group coordi- 
nating the Bay Area campaign 
against Nazi skinheads. The Task 
Force has stamped out racist graf- 
fiti in downtown San Francisco, 
the Haight Street area and re- 








No KKK! No Fascist USA! 





cently ventured into Buena Vista 
Park (Nazi skinhead turf) to re- 
claim a public bench that had 
been covered with white power 
slogans and symbols. 





Congratulations to all the 
anti-racist activists who helped 


stop the Nazi recruiting rally! 





Our advertisements in progressive 
magazine drew more than 500 
letters from dozens of cities re- 
questing our Just Say No to 
Nazis kits and offering detailed 
information on skinhead violence 
and racist organizing. Hundreds . 
of letters and dozens of calls to 
our telephone hotline show young 
people’s alarm at the Nazi skin- 
head phenomenon—and their 
willingness to fight it. 


In December, 1988, JBAKC ex- 
posed an American Front recruit- 
ing rally. The rally, to be held in 
secret in Rocklin, California, on 
January 14, 1989 had to be can- 
celled after JBAKC blew the whis- 
tle on it and called for a massive 
counter-demonstration. 


Anti-racists all over San Francisco 
supported the campaign to stop 
the rally by phoning the mayor of 
Rocklin and making our protests 
known. One gay activist told the 
mayor, “You know the hundreds 
of people that went to Washington 
to demonstrate? That’ll be small 
potatoes compared to what we’!] 
do in Rocklin if the Nazis are 
allowed to demonstrate.” 


In early January the American 
Front withdrew its application to 
rally in Rocklin. Their “Aryan 
Update Hotline” now claims that 
the rally was postponed in order 
to find larger quarters. We are 
keeping our eyes and ears open 
for new developments. 
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We say congratulations to all the 
anti-racist activists who helped 
stop this Nazi recruiting rally! 


















The John Brown 
Anti-Klan Committee 










WHAT WE STAND FOR: 













Tk John Brown Anti-Klan 

Committee (JBAKC) is a 
national organization that fights 
the racist violence of the KKK and 
Nazis, and their underlying cause: 
the system of white supremacy. We 
take our name from John Brown, 

_ the 19th century white abolitionist 
who gave his life fighting for Black 
people’s freedom from slavery. In 
this tradition we build solidarity 
with the Black Liberation Move- 
ment and support all struggles for 
human rights and self- 
determination. 
















We oppose the resurgent racism, 
sexism and homophobia of the 
KKK, neo-Nazis, racist skinheads, 
killer cops and the New Right. We 
beleive all people have the right to 
defend themselves against racist, 
sexist or homophobic violence by 
any means necessary. 













We oppose the resurgent 






racism, sexism and 
homophobia of the KKK, 
neo-Nazis, racist skinheads, 
killer cops and the New Right. 










Supporting Black liberation is 
critical to defeating racism. An 
anti-racist movement, based on 
support for the right of the Black 
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Nation/New Afrika to self- 
determination, could be a power- 
ful force for justice. JBAKC 
supports the New Afrikan Inde- 
pendence Movement and its pro- 
gram for land, independence and 
socialism in the Black Bélt states 
of Georgia, Alabama, South Caro- 
lina, Mississippi and Louisiana. 


We support political prisoners and 
prisoners of war, jailed for resist- 
ing U.S. imperialism. We support 
the people of South Africa/Azania 
and Palestine in their efforts to 
defeat apartheid/colonialism and 
Zionism. 





We take our name from John 
Brown, the 19th century white- 
abolitionist who gave his life 
fighting for Black people's 


freedom from slavery. 





We won’t allow white supremacy 
to go unchallenged. We are part 
of building an activist anti-racist 
movement of white people to resist 
all the attacks and stop them at 
their source. Join us! 


National Office: 

220 9th St. Suite 443 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
415-330-5363 


New York Office: 
PO Box 406 

New York, NY 10009 
212-244-4270 


Chicago Office: 
PO Box 7239 
Chicago, IL 60680 
312-769-8159 
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220 9th Street, Suite 443 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
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Staff 
Editor: Lena Shapiro 


Writers: Owen Brown, Rex Gate- 
wood, Barbara Jacobs, Michael 
Novick, Christine Taft, Amy Stein 


Copy Editor: Anna Diction 


Special thanks to Mary from 
Portland and all the hundreds of 
anti-racist skinheads, punks and 
activists who provided invaluable 
information for this pamphlet. 
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